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IT was with immense sense of sorrow and loss that 
we learned of the death of our friend and colleague, 
Masayuki (Mike) Shinmei, on the 1 June 1995, as a 
result of cancer. 
Mike was a graduate of Keio-Gijuku University, 
completing his M.D. in 1965 and his Ph.D. in 1972, 
when he was appointed Chief of Orthopaedic 
Surgery, National Shiobara Hospital, Tochigi, 
Japan. He movedto  the National Murayama 
Hospital, Tokyo, in 1973 where, with the support of 
Professor Iwahara, he developed his long-standing 
research interests in connective tissues and 
cartilage in particular. 
It was his commitment to cartilage research that 
brought Mike and his family to Australia in 1974, 
where he spent 18 months in my laboratories 
examining the role of cyclic AMP on cartilage 
metabolism, playing tennis and learning how to sail 
on Sydney Harbour. Mike's exceptional abilities, 
integrity and open mindedness oon impressed 
those who were privileged to know him. Both he and 
his wife, Aksuko, formed many long-term friend- 
ships with Australians while living here, as it was 
wherever they went. He was indeed a noble 
ambassador for his country. 
On returning to Japan, Mike moved from the 
Murayama Hospital to the National Defence 
College, Saitama, where he established a strong 
research group and entered into collaborations with 
many of our readers around the world. It was no 
surprise to learn in 1992 that he had been appointed 
Professor and Chairman o f  the Department of 
Orthopaedics. In the same year his excellence in 
research was recognized by the award of the Uehara 
Memorial Foundation Prize for basic research in 
rheumatology. 
Mike was a founding member of the Osteoar- 
thritis Research Society and contributed regularly 
to our meetings and to the Journal  where he was a 
member of the Editorial Board. His efforts on behalf  
of the Society resulted in his election to the Board 
of Directors at the Orlando meeting i  December 
1995. He was also a regular contr ibutor to 
international orthopaedic research meetings and 
we were fortunate to have him as our guest speaker 
at the University of Sydney Orthopaedic Silver 
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Jubilee Meeting in September 1994. His depth of 
knowledge and organizational skills will be un- 
doubtedly missed by the program committee for the 
forthcoming combined U.S., Canadian, Japanese 
and European Orthopaedic Research Societies. 
In the space available, 1 have only been able to 
summarize briefly the achievements and attributes 
of this outstanding man. But first and foremost, I 
know he would like to be remembered by us as a 
trusted friend and respected colleague. His absence 
will be felt by many and our thoughts and 
condolences are with his loving wife, Aksuko, and 
his children, Hideki, Yuka and Masaya, during this 
difficult time. 
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We pray for the bliss of the death. 
We believe your spirit is living in our heart. 
PETER GHOSH 
